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WHITE "SIX" BERLINE LIMOUSINE— Typifying the luxury, beauty and 
perfect mechanical construction of the high-grade modern car. An aristo- 
cratic vehicle in an appropriate setting. 



Echoes from an Auto Exhibition 



By EVELYN MARIE STUART 



OF ALL the interesting and beautiful 
exhibits at the Coliseum during 
the winter show season the Auto- 
mobile Show awakens the liveliest interest 
in the popular heart. For deep in the secret 
chamber of that mysterious organ every- 
one cherishes, if not an expectation at least 
a hope, of owning a car some day. We are 
a luxurious and a prosperous people; opti- 
mism is the philosophy of the day, and 
while the cost of living may be high among 
us, it is worth it, and nobody begrudges 
the expenditure necessary for enjoying to 
the full fruits of our civilization. 

So the Automobile Show with its be- 
wildering display of carriages, whose deep- 



cushioned luxury and speed of the winds 
were impossible to the kings of yesterday, 
is essentially the exhibition of our day and 
our democracy, typical of its activity, its 
prosperity, its science, its bounty, its love 
of life, and of all that makes life worth 
living. Nor is it inappropriate that an ex- 
hibition of vehicles should be thus regarded 
as an index to the life and progress of a 
period and a people, for, after all, trans- 
portation has always been a factor of prime 
importance, if not the deciding factor in 
the advance of civilization, and the promo- 
tion of good will and comradeship among 
men. This is so for the reason that any- 
thing which increases speed diminishes 
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distance and so brings closer together in- 
dividuals and communities, fostering a 
mutual understanding and strengthening 
the ties of interest and friendship. 

A car indeed makes for sociability, civic 
pride, a greater appreciation of nature, 
good roads and good health through more 
time spent in the fresh air, all of which 
things are much to be desired and en- 
couraged. To keep in touch with one's 
friends nowadays, to really know one's 
. home city it is almost necessary to ow-n a 
car, and with the acquisition of this de- 
sirable bit of property comes more outdoor 
life and an interest in all public improve- 
ments, particularly of the highways. Before 
the advent of the auto, cities and the coun- 
try were alike more lonely. Xow neighbors 
and friends are never more than a few 
minutes away, while driving about and 
greeting others who are out for a walk or 
a spin gives to the largest city that friendly 
and familiar aspect of a village. 



It would be hard to say which holds the 
most interest for the student of affairs at 
the Auto Show, the cars or the crowds, for 
both are full of the story of life today. 
For the rich man there are wonderful 
roomy limousines, seemingly as large as a 
fair-sized cottage, dazzling externally in 
the glittering mirror-like surfaces of their 
deep varnishes and plate glass, tufted in- 
side with upholstery as soft as the favorite 
arm-chair of a British earl, and worth as 
much money as a- good home or a prosper- 
ous little business. Then there are less 
magnificent but equally w^ell appointed and 
efficient vehicles for those of more modest 
means ; small cars that make us marvel 
how so much may be had for so little, 
suited to the needs of those of still less 
affluence or greater economy, and motor 
cycles for those to whom a car is an un- 
necessary or unattainable luxury. 

There are dignified cars full of the com- 
placent conservatism of the secure of for- 




RAUCH & LANG ELECTRIC— A standard type of the highest class, 
renowned for the soundness of its mechanical principles and the taste and 
dignity of its design. 
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CADILLAC INSIDE DRIVE LIMOUSINE— Characterized by easy, graceful 
lines. This is the car purchased by Mr. Percy Rockefeller at the opening of 
the New York Automobile Show. 




PACKARD SIX PASSENGER LIMOUSINE— With left-drive control board 
on the steering column containing the ignition switch, light bottom, car- 
buretor control and Klaxton horn button. 
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BAKEIl ELKCTRIC BROUGHAM— Keconimencled for flexibility of control 
and low current consumption. Faiil Poiret's decorative coloi- schemes of 
olive green with golden brown, navy with soai-let. attracled much attention. 




PIERCE-ARROW— 1914 seven passengei- t.mring car. One of the latest 
models of a fjimous cai-. at home amid luxuiious surroundings. 
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WOODS ELECTRIC— First presentation of a 19i:) mociel: battery hoods 
merging- into body design; new chassis consti-uction of sub-frame, cari-ying 
batteries and motor; radius lods attached to rear axle supporting rear 
springs, giving leverage which makes easy rid'ng. 




PEERLESS — A quality to good to be common; the utmost in elegant beauty 
and refinement — a 1914 model seven-passenger touring car. 
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tune; modest cars bespeaking the unpre- 
tentious dignity and good taste of the un- 
assuming; rakish cars for "joy riders''; 
smart cars and plain, and wonderful elec- 
trics for indolent city folks and lovely 
ladies. In the crowd are all kinds of people 
looking at all kinds of cars, seeking or 
yearning toward an affinity in vehicles. 
Here one may see financiers and farmers, 
merchants and mechanics, gamblers and 
prizefighters, doctors and even ministers 
with dames of all degrees to correspond, 
adding the brightness of bright eyes, an 
occasional flash of jewels and the elegance 
of furs and feathers to the brilliance of the 
scene — the women-folk of those who will 
put money into or take money out of the 
Show, which is truly a little world, a mod- 
ern Vanity Fair. 

Lights and music, gay streamers, decora- 
tions and banners, shifting, murmuring, 
onward rushing crowds and glittering cars 
are not, however, the only features of the 
show to interest the student of human 
nature or economics, and draw forth obser- 
vations from the philosopher. Not the least 
part of the exhibition are the men who 
make and sell the cars. They are alert and 
intelligent, prosperous and sleek, keen of 
eye, smooth of tongue, ingratiating of man- 
ner, and, for the most part, young ; good 
thatches of blonde or black, brown or 
brindle, being much in the majority, with 
a slight sprinkling of bald pates and an 
occasional good silver top, even the veter- 
ans of the craft possessing a youthful alert- 
ness and activity. Here, indeed, is a young 
industry, built and carried forward by the 
bold brains and firm hands, the energy and 
enthusiasm of young men, again typifying 
an age which is said to be the day of young 
men. Each and every other of the older 
trades and crafts has contributed to this 
new arrival a little of its brightest and its 
best, so that a wide variety of former occu- 
pations are represented in the personnel of 
this great new industry which has also 



developed some stupendous geniuses all its 
own. 

Many are the romances to be gleaned 
about the show. Stories of this one or that 
who didn't have a dollar when he started 
and now has some few millions of them. 
We listen with interest to tales of inventors 
with a faith and courage, such as upheld 
the early Christian martyrs, rising supreme 
above continued defeat to final triumph. 
We are touched by pitiful tales of the big- 
brained dreamer, who, out of the very 
opulence of his nature, gives away, or. 
through bitter need of the immediate bread 
and butter, sells for a song, the great idea 
that makes a score of lesser, but more 
shrewdly-minded men, prosperous or afflu- 
ent for life; and by stories of men who 
have made money and of men who have 
lost it in the business, until one wonders 
how much of success is wisdom and how 
much luck. 

More bewildering than all the glitter and 
hurry of the physical, or the humor and 
pathos of the psychological side of the 
Show is its mechanical aspect to an average 
mind which is honest enough not to simu- 
late an insight into the mysteries of en- 
gineering. Every booth presents marvels 
of smoothly working machinery, and 
specialties and accessories have been pro- 
duced in such variety that it would seem 
as though devices for doing nearly every- 
thing save think and act independently of 
human control have been perfected to add 
to the amazing proficiency of modern cars. 
xA.utomobiling like sailing or golf has a 
language all its own, and, unfortunately, not 
every one who essays to speak it really 
understands it any too well. This, perhaps, 
is why really efficient specialties, after a 
few seasons of independent promotion 
direct to the consumer, come in time to be 
included in standard equipment. It is easier 
to show an engineer the desirability of 
somethinor which can be demonstrated to 
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WINTON "SIX"— 1914 model; six passenger; a commodious and luxurious 
car, possessing every appointment for comfort and efficiency. 




CHICAGO ELECTRIC — Five passenger limousine driven from front seat; 
selected by prominent Chicagoans for presentation to Pope Pius. White 
upholstery, curtains of rare lace and decorations of the papa! crest suggest 
its destiny. 
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his undertanding than it is to elucidate its 
theory to the general public. 

This year cars are practically all equipped 
with self-starters. Next year no doubt will 
add the throttally controlled gasoline 
economizers now being put to the test of 
individual use; for even the most luxury 
loving of us are as much interested in sav- 
ing money and gasoline where we can, as 
we are in saving energy and time. The 
latest and best devices guarantee a conser- 
vation of at least twenty per cent which no 



owner, however affluent, will despise. Cer- 
tainly anything which makes for economy 
helps to defeat the one argument against 
owning a car, and should be welcomed as 
widening the field of industry and the pos- 
sibilities of enjoyment. After all, however, 
the money spent in the purchase and up- 
keep of one of these wonderful modern 
vehicles of pleasure and convenience is in- 
deed well spent and if one must economize 
there are a great many other things that it 
were belter to do without. 




DETROIT ELECTRIC— One of six 3 9] 4 models driven 
without using foot pedals for stopping, starting or re- 
versing. I-Jorizontal control permits these operations 
without removing hands from lever. 
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ARGO ELECTRIC BROUGHAM— Notable for beauty of design, efficiency 
and economy of operation, roominess and comfort, luxury and refinement of 
appointments and dependability of mechanism. 




BORLAND ELECTRIC SEVEN PASSENGER LIMOUSINE— With chauf- 
feur's compartment outside, all batteries in front and under driver's seat. 
Decidedly distinctive and extremely useful. 



